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Social Studies Exemplary Text 
Student Handout 

	

Preamble 

We, the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution of the United States of America. 

 

Amendment I 

Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances. 

 

United States. (1787, 1791). Preamble and First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution.  
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Social Studies Exemplary Text 
Teacher Resource 

Preamble 
We, the People of the United States, in Order to 
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defence*, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves 
and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution of the United States of America. 
 
Amendment I 
Congress shall make no law respecting the 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances. 
 
United States. (1787, 1791). Preamble and First 
Amendment to the United States Constitution.  
 
 
EFL 4  
Word Count 99 
	
 

Teacher introduces the text with minimal 
commentary and students read it 
independently.  Teacher then reads passage 
aloud.  Give a brief definition to words students 
would likely not be able to define from context 
(underlined in text).  Teacher guides the 
students through a series of text-dependent 
questions.  Complete the performance task as a 
cumulative evaluation of the close-reading. 
 
Text-Dependent Questions  
 

1. Who does the Preamble say is speaking? 
 

2. In the Preamble, what are three things that 
these speakers say they are establishing 
the Constitution to do?  
 

3. What does each phrase in the Preamble 
really mean? 
 
• We the People of the United States, in 

Order to form a more perfect Union,  
• establish Justice, insure domestic 

Tranquility,  
• provide for the common defense, 

promote the general Welfare,  
• and secure the Blessings of Liberty to 

ourselves and our Posterity,  
• do ordain and establish this 

Constitution for the United States of 
America 

 
4. What are two freedoms guaranteed by the 

first amendment?  
 

5. What kind of society do you think would 
hypothetically result from adhering to these 
principles? 
 

*British English variant for defense 
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Performance Tasks for Informational Texts 
Students analyze the governmental structure of the 
United States and support their analysis by citing 
specific textual evidence from primary sources such 
as the Preamble and First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution as well as secondary sources such as 
Linda R. Monk’s Words We Live By: Your 
Annotated Guide to the Constitution. [RH.6–8.1] 


